
REMARKS 

Claims 1-23 have been cancelled. Applicant reserves the right to pursue 
the original claims and other claims in this application and in other applications. 
Claims 24-32 are pending in the subject application. 

In the Office Action mailed January 27, 2003, the Examiner objected to the 
drawings because of certain errors and omissions. The drawings have been 
amended as follows: 

a) Fig. 1 has been designated as "Prior Art". 

b) In Fig. 2, "Mail Item Files" has been relabeled "200". 

c) In Fig. 3, "Mail Item File" block has been relabeled "200" and 
the specification has been amended accordingly. The E-Mail 
Addresses has been labeled as "315" and the specification has 
been amended accordingly. The "List of Value Added Services" 
has been labeled "318" 

d) In Fig. 5, step "425" has been added as recited in the 
specification. 

e) Figs. 6, 7 and 8 have been relabeled to Figs. 6A, 6B and 7 
respectively as described in the specification. 

f) A more legible copy of Fig. 7 is provided herewith. 

The Examiner objected to the disclosure because of certain informalities 
related to the references to the drawings. The drawings and disclosure have 
been amended as set forth above. 

The Examiner objected to claims 5 and 14 because of certain 
informalities. Claims 5 and 14 have been cancelled. 

The Examiner has provisionally rejected claims 1 and 19 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being 
unpatentable over any of claims 1, 26 and 27 of copending Application No. 
09/339,768. Claims 1 and 19 have been cancelled. 

The Examiner has provisionally rejected claims 2-18, 20-23 under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being 
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unpatentable over any of claims 1, 26 and 27 of copending Application No. 
09/339,768 in view of Kara, PCT Publication WO 99/21330. Claims 2-18 and 20- 
23 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Sansone , US Patent No. 5,978,781 in view of Kara , PCT Publication WO 
99/21330. Applicant has cancelled claims 1-23 and added claims 24-32 to more 
clearly distinguish the present invention. 

The present invention is directed to a system and method for providing a 
value added service associated with the delivery of a mail piece. The value 
added service is response message from the recipient of a mail piece to the 
originator of the mail piece that includes a scanned image of the mail piece, an 
image of the recipients signature indicating receipt of the mail piece and, 
optionally, a personal message from the recipient created at the time of receipt of 
the mail piece. 

Neither Sansone, nor Kara, alone or in combination disclose or suggest 
combining a captured electronic image of the mail piece, a captured image of the 
recipient's signature at the time of delivery and a captured response message, 
which is composed by the recipient when the mail piece is delivered, to form an 
electronic message response acknowledging receipt of the mail piece. 

Referring to the Examiner's comments concerning the rejection of original 
claim 5, the Examiner, acknowledging that Sansone does not disclose including 
an image of the mail piece in the delivery confirmation, relied on Kara, page 27, 
lines 7-17 to disclose that an image of the mail piece is part of a message 
returned to the originator of the mail piece. Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
Kara does not disclose sending an image of the mail piece . Instead, Kara 
discloses including a "code" in the confirmation message, such as a "two 
dimensional bar code" containing not only relating to the size, date/time of the 
transmission, and sender and/or receiver information, "but also information from 
which the complete document may be later produced". The description of the 
code and its purpose does not disclose or suggest sending an image of the mail 
piece back to the originator as part of a confirmation or return receipt. 
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Referring to the Examiner's comments concerning the rejection of original 
claim 5, the Examiner, acknowledging that Sansone does not disclose including 
an image of a recipient signature in the delivery confirmation, relied on Kara, 
page 17, lines 21-23 and page 36, lines 13-16 to disclose that an image of a 
recipient signature is part of the message returned to the originator of the mail 
piece. In the new claim 24, Applicant clarifies that an image of a recipient's 
signature is captured when a mail piece is delivered to the recipient. 

Referring to the Examiner's comments concerning the rejection of original 
claim 5, the Examiner, acknowledging that Sansone does not disclose including 
a message from the recipient in the delivery confirmation, relied on Kara, page 
27, lines 19-21 and page 37, lines 19-20 to disclose that the confirmation 
message includes a message from the recipient. Applicant respectfully 
disagrees. Kara does not disclose sending a message composed by the 
recipient at the time of delivery. In the new claim 24, Applicant clarifies that the 
response message is composed by the recipient when the mail piece is 
delivered. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the present application, as amended is 
in condition for allowance. Favorable consideration is respectfully requested. If 
any unresolved issues remain, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner 
telephone the undersigned attorney at (203) 924-3217 so that such issues may 
be resolved as expeditiously as possible. 
Respectfully Submitted, 




Charles R. Malandra, Jr. 
Reg. No. 31 ,038 
Attorney of Record 
Telephone (203) 924-3217 
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PITNEY BOWES INC. ^^0^ 
Intellectual Property and 
Technology Law Department 
35 Waterview Drive 
P.O. Box 3000 
Shelton, CT 06484-8000 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




on May 27. 2003 
Date of Deposit 



Charles R. Malandra. Jr. (Reg. No. 31 .038) 
Name of Registered Rep. 



Signature 
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f 1001 5969.1 m OOl 5 9 6 9 .1 If 100 11 1 98 .1 1 




o 



F-224 

FIG. 3 
3 of 8 




QlOO 



ios~- Postal xrvFofi at* GO I /ia/l JTr£r~\ 3T£ 



Sao— 

3*6 o 



JJ/bp cno* TIH6. 
Taj b iJ ct/oa/ 5 

XKfTBR MBh\/^rC p&OeCCZ 4bd&£C?£ t> 

HASH VALUE OF COAJTE/UTS 

b)6-lTA~L S/&/I/A ru#K / C ri fZlfATF 

list of V/^l. u £ Ahb£& vi c £s> 



T\(r3 



■ t 



ENTER OR SELECT DELIVERY ADDRESS INFORMATION, 
RETURN ADDRESS INFORMATION AND PAYMENT INFORMATION 
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SELECT DESIRED VALUE-ADDED SERVICES, RATING INFORMATION 
AND CONFIRMATION NOTIFICATION INFORMATION. SUCH AS E-MAIL ADDRESS, 
FACSIMILE NUMBER, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND/OR PAGER NUMBER 






COMPUTE CRYPTOGRAPHIC POSTAGE VALIDATION CODE (CPVC) USING DIGITAL 
SIGNATURE WITH APPENDIX, OR DIGITAL SIGNATURE WITH MESSAGE RECOVERY, 
A HYBRID DIGITAL SIGNATURE OR MESSAGE AUTHENTICATION CODE OR 

POSTAGE VALIDATION CODE 







FORMAT DIGITAL POSTAGE MARK INFORMATION (METER ID, MAIL ITEM ID, 
ORIGINATION POSTAL CODE, SERVICE INDICATOR, RATING 
PARAMETERS, DELIVERY ADDRESS IDENTIFIER DATE, POSTAGE VALUE, CIVC) 
FOR PRINTING IN OCR/HUMAN READABLE FORMAT AND 2D BAR CODE 
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IMPRINT MAIL ITEM (OR LABEL) WITH DIGITAL POSTAGE MARK, 
AND DEPOSIT/INDUCT MAIL ITEM INTO POSTAL PROCESSING SYSTEM 
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SCANNING OF DPM TO OBTAIN DELIVERY INFORMATION 
AND VALUE-ADDED SERVICES INFORMATION INCLUDING MAILER'S E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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OBTAIN VERIFICATION KEY FROM MAIL ITEM OR EXTERNAL DATA BASE AND VERIFY 
CRYPTOGRAPHIC POSTAGE VALIDATION CODE (CPVC) USING DIGITAL 
SIGNATURE WITH APPENDIX, OR DIGITAL SIGNATURE WITH MESSAGE 
RECOVERY, A HYBRID DIGITAL SIGNATURE OR MESSAGE AUTHENTICATION CODE 

OR CHECK PVC 
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MARK MAIL ITEM FOR SPECIAL HANDLING BY THE 
DELIVERY MAILMAN AND MAIL ITEM IS SORTED AND 
TRANSPORTED FOR FINAL SORT AND'DELIVERY 
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DELIVER INTO A MAILBOX OR HANDED TO 
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